
What Brent has been up to 
during the last 46 years: 

 
• Born in Carbondale’s Holden Hospital on February 5th, 1968 to two 

SIU Carbondale graduates, Dale and Jan Ritzel.  Holden Hospital 
was located where the Old National parking lot currently stands. 

 
• Raised in Carbondale 1968 to 1986, 

member of the Church of the Good 
Shepherd, graduated Top Ten from 
C.C.H.S. in 1986. Lettered once each 
in football, baseball and tennis, 
president of the C.C.H.S. Thespian 
Troupe and History Clubs, co-captain 
of the Academic Team, ran for Illinois 
Youth Governor. Competed nationally 
in History Fair and the Westinghouse 
National Science Talent Search. 

 
• Accepted into the interdisciplinary Integrated Science Program at 

Northwestern University. Toyed with physics and mathematics 
majors for a couple of years, until settling upon a B.A. in 
Philosophy in 1990. Did indeed construct experimental apparatus 
for high-energy particle experiments at FermiLab as a work-study 
job. Was mentored by renowned Wittgenstein student Dr. Stephen 
Toulmin, who wrote the “Introduction” to John Dewey’s Quest For 
Certainty. Completed a one-year graduate 
fellowship in Philosophy at Loyola 
University in 1992.  

 
• Started first business, the independent 

record label Happy Tails Records, in 
Chicago before graduating from 
Northwestern. Launched a second 
cooperative record label, Crank Records, 
and ended up working directly with 16 
bands and releasing more than thirty 
singles, EPs, and albums. Five of those 
bands went on to sign major label record 

deals. Was first to release Veruca Salt recorded material on CD in 
1991.  

 
• Played bass, guitar and sang with two Chicago-area bands during 

the 1990s, Wag and The Great Brain, playing over 150 shows 
throughout Chicagoland and the Midwest. Released 4 singles, 3 
albums and had a song included in the film Henry: Portrait of a 
Serial Killer II. Listen to all releases of The Great Brain at 
thegreatbrain.bandcamp.com. 

 
• Operated a small business publishing magazines from 1992 to 2005. 

Published 34 issues of Tail Spins Magazine, an underground music 
and alternative culture magazine, and 7 issues of the annual Zine 
Guide & Index, which quickly established itself as the world’s top 
independent press resource guide.  

 
• While in Denver / Boulder area for 

three years from 2006 to 2008, engaged 
in several entrepreneurial pursuits 
including launching a mortgage 
brokerage, an employment agency, a 
trading card company, and a cigar bar / 
comedy club. Participated extensively 
in Front Range-wide free poker league, 
finishing in the top ten in a record six 
straight monthly tournaments and 
retiring ranked second out of more than 
five thousand Front Range Texas Hold 
‘em players in average finish position. 

 
• Had the opportunity over the years owning and operating small 

businesses to train and mentor a great number of young 
entrepreneurs, including 70 musicians through Happy Tails and 
Crank Records, 40 interns through Tail Spins Magazine and Zine 
Guide & Index, 90 loan officers through Lion Financial mortgage 
brokerage, and 30 account executives through Employ 5280 
employment agency. 

 
• Have been extremely active in the Carbondale non-profit 

community since returning to Carbondale in 2009: 



 
• Served three-year term as president of the 

Fuller Dome non-profit, co-wrote the 
winning $125,000 Save America’s 
Treasures Grant, and with Development 
Director (and girlfriend) Janet Donoghue led 
the non-profit in raising $263,000 of 
$300,000 capital campaign for preservation 
of Buckminster Fuller’s original dome home 
in Carbondale. 

 
• Served for two-years on the Gaia House 

board of directors, and was Vice President 
and chair of the sustainability committee 
during 2011. 

 
• Served on board of directors of peer-

counseling education group Lifesavers for 
three years. 

 
• Have also served on several science and energy-related boards, 

including the Connect SI Energy Committee, the Connect SI Energy 
Industry Cluster Leadership Council, and the ARE Sciences 
Foundation. Currently serving on advanced renewable energy 
system company Equitech International, LLC Board of Directors.  

 
• Co-equity partner in Equitech International, LLC, for whom I write 

scientific papers and comprehensive plans, and manage written 
material quality control. Designed, wrote and presented “The E-
Macrosystem: Renewable Energy from Regenerative Resources,” a 
proposal for the People of the Republic of Haiti, to United Nations 
leading staff from UNDP, UNDESA and UNEP on June 21, 2010. 

 
• President of the Buckminster Fuller Future RSO (registered student 

organization) from 2012-2014, which produces the Fuller Future 
Festival, the first of which took place on April 4-6, 2013 and was 
themed “Livingry: Designing Peace.” It featured presentations by 
playwright D.W. Jacobs, writer/cryptozoologist Loren Coleman, 
writer L. Steven Sieden and writer Pat Field Ravasio. 

 
• Have been one of the leading voices calling for a ban on fracking in 

Illinois. Contributed to the SAFE (Southern Illinoisans Against  

 
Fracturing Our Environment) Steering Committee for several 
months and organized the 2013 Frack Free Fest, which was one of 
the largest pro-environmental gatherings in Southern Illinois 
history, with more than 500 in attendance, and raised more than 
$2,400 to fight fracking in Southern Illinois. Also a founding 
member/performer/puppeteer of the local political puppet theater 
troupe Beloved Puppetistas. 

 
• Part time co-host of the 9-year running “Greenhouse Rebellion” two-

hour radio show on WDBX 91.1 FM Carbondale’s community radio 
Fridays from noon to 2 pm. As Barnaby Biomass I support host 
Glenda Greenhouse in exploration of the local to global and personal 
to political realities of sustainability and environmentalism. 

 
• Recently completed the scientific study entitled “Fracking 

Industrialization & Induced Earthquakes” 
(www.FrackingEarthquakes.com), which provides a comprehensive 
look at fifty years of studies tracing the well-established connection 
between disposal of wastewater into injection wells and induced 
earthquakes. Also completed a companion piece to the study, 
“Shilling For Shale: Is the Illinois State Geological Survey serving 
its Fracking Master?”, which is an exposé of the political capture of 
an Illinois governmental agency by the industry it is charged with 
protecting the people of Illinois from. These and other writings 
appear on my new blog, www.ThoughtAboutIt.net. 

 
• In the midst of wrapping up a 

Masters of Public Administration 
graduate degree at SIU 
Carbondale, which will be 
acquired in January 2015 
following completion of MPA 
Program research paper A 
comprehensive model for 
evaluating/projecting costs of 
roadway damage caused by 
fracking industrialization. 


